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RELEASE NO: 417
NCDOT and CC&PS Announce New Traffic Evacuation Management Plan

For Interstate 40
Raleigh(In an effort to better manage hurricane evacuation traffic from the New Hanover and Brunswick County areas, the N.C. Department of Transportation (NCDOT) – in consultation with the N.C. Department of Crime Control and Public Safety (CC&PS) and the State Highway Patrol – has developed a plan for reversing the eastbound lanes on Interstate 40 from Gordon Road in Wilmington to east of I-95 at N.C. 96 near Benson.  

The I-40 lane reversal will be considered only when the southern coast of North Carolina is threatened by a strong category II hurricane (winds of at least 103 miles per hour) and mandatory evacuations are issued.  A recommendation to reverse the lanes would be made after careful consideration of the size of the hurricane, speed, projected landfall, tourist population and the number of evacuees still remaining when mandatory evacuation is ordered.  The decision to reverse the lanes on I-40 would be made jointly by the secretaries of Transportation and CC&PS in consultation with the Governor.

“Hurricane Floyd showed us that we need a more efficient way to move traffic from the southeastern part of the state during a large-scale evacuation,” said Transportation Secretary David McCoy.  “For months, we have worked closely with the Highway Patrol and the Emergency Management Division in the development of this plan.  Our main concern is for the safety of citizens evacuating the coast.  We want to get them out of the path of the hurricane as quickly and safely as possible.”

The lane reversal would begin just before the Gordon Road exit (exit 420) in Wilmington.  The left lane of traffic on N.C. 132 west will be directed onto the reversed lanes of I-40 and traffic in the right lane will continue on I-40 west.  The reversal will end at exit 334 where all traffic in the reversed lanes will take N.C. 96 to N.C. 50 to I-95 north or south. Traffic in the reversed lanes needing to continue west on I-40 must exit at N.C. 96 and get on the regular westbound lanes of I-40.  Traffic in the regular westbound lanes can continue on I-40 west or exit to I-95. [Note to media: A copy of the motorist advisory is attached, illustrating the limits of the reversal and other information.]   

All commercial vehicles will be restricted to the regular westbound lanes of I-40.
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Most exits from Wilmington to I-95 will remain open.  Law enforcement officers will be positioned at all exits to direct traffic. Incident Management Assistance Patrol (IMAP) will be available to assist disabled motorists.  Changeable message signs will be used to inform motorists traveling in the reversed lanes of upcoming exits.  They also will be used to let motorists know the frequency of area highway advisory radio stations to tune to for travel information.  The lane reversal would normally be terminated two hours before gale force winds reach the southeastern coast of North Carolina.

“The safety of all evacuees is a priority for both our departments,” said Crime Control and Public Safety Secretary David Kelly.  “Although this plan is a tool that will help us better manage evacuation traffic, it is important to remember that this decision is not automatic and will be used only if absolutely necessary.  Citizens should not delay their evacuation plans in anticipation of a lane reversal.”

All citizens should prepare a plan well in advance of evacuation. This plan should include mapping your route, selecting your destination and making provisions for your pets.

The following steps are recommended:

· Assemble your disaster supplies kit. Don’t forget to pack important family documents, such as insurance and medical information.

· Fill your vehicle with gas.

· Secure your home.  Making your home more disaster resistant can help reduce damage.

· Enact your pet plan.

· Take only the vehicle necessary to transport yourself and your family to safety. Extra vehicles create unnecessary congestion.

· Bring extra cash in case banks are closed and ATMs are inoperable.

· Notify family and friends of your plan and destination.

· Evacuate, traveling safely to your destination.  Know your area’s evacuation routes and have a route mapped out before you leave home.

· After the storm, listen to local officials for the all-clear signal before returning home.

Important: Your needs and those of your family should be the primary factors considered when determining the timing of your evacuation. Do not delay your departure in anticipation of a lane reversal

For real-time travel information, visit the Traveler Information Management System (TIMS) website at www.ncsmartlink.org.  For general transportation questions, call 1-877-DOT-4YOU. For more information on hurricane preparedness and evacuation safety, contact the N.C. Emergency Management Division at www.ncem.org, or call your county’s Emergency Management Office. 
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